To William Clark goes the major credit for
establishing the Pontiac Agricultural Society No.1
and the Shawville Fair

In1856 he secured a charter from the Provincial
Government (which was for the Province of
Canada, being Upper Canada and Lower Canada
which had been joined together about fifteen years
previous). He needed not only the charter from
the government but also some finances to hold the
agricultural exhibition and so he borrowed
$200.00 to finance the first fair.

The first board was composed of Wm. Clark,
president; Jas Robinson, vice-president; J.M.
Judgson, sec. treas.; directors Angus Mckinlop,
Alexander Smart, Wm. McDowell, Thomas
Corrigan, Wm. Cobb, Geo. Morrison and

Edmund Heath.

It was held in a field close to the Center School
and the Orange Lodge, and during the years the
fairs alternated between this location, Bristol
Corners and Wyman in rotation, and once at
Norway Bay



However it soon became permanently domiciled in
the center in the present fairgrounds which was
donated by James Shaw.

Pontiac Agricultural Societies No.2 and 3 were
later established at Chapeau and Quyon

In the early days of the fair there were no
permanent buildings.

On the day of a typical Fair in those days people
would start at dawn from miles around to come
and exhibit their livestock or produce and spend a
soil day .There was no midway or games of chance
and the show ring was around a huge pine stump
In the middle of the field. The livestock were tied

to the fences while being judged.

Sometimes in the evening genial J.T.Pattison, who
at that time was editor of the Pontiac Advance,
would sonorously read off the names of the prize
winners to the throng that gathered around. For
amusement the crowd was known to have resorted
to laying siege to the apple cart of Joe Bond who
came from Almonte with his produce, and
sometimes as a grand finale a fight would start
and develop into a free-for-all.

Another big drawing card at the Fair was the dirt
track horse racing. This event had none of the
atmosphere of modern racing — no uniformed
jockeys, no barrier, no starting gong, no cheering



stands, no betting across the board, no pari-
mutuels and no fashion parade. Just plain “hoss”
racing without the frills. The Stakes were a side
bet of 50 cents put up by the contestants
themselves and the race was run on a straight
stretch of half a mile. This was later improved by
the circular dirt track around the grounds.

The men who made the Shawville Fair in those
early days were William Clark, William
McDowell. Robert McJanrt, John Duff,
Montgomery Cunningham, Hugh Brownlee, J.T.
Pattison and a few others.

By 1880 the society began to erect permanent
buildings.

1885 —George Robitaille stated the only ride at the
fair was McCagg'’s old Merry-go-round at 5 cents
a ride turned by a steam engine using pine roots
for fuel.

1886 — the facilities for traveling afforded by the
PP&J induced a large number of people to come
from Aylmer and intermediate places while the
special arrangements to convey passengers from
Hughes and Clarke’s over the incomplete portion
of the road was also instrumental in bringing a
respectable quota . Added to these were large



contingents from nearly every section of the
county, the whole making the greatest multitude
that has ever assembled together on a public
occasion in this county before.

1888 --- The stallion exhibition was the best show,
of this order of animals’ in the history of the
society. There were 14 stock horses Exhibited,
John M Clarke, 1* for roadster,John Thomson, f'
for general use, and Wm, Blakely, T for draft.

1890 — It Is said among other matters that the
proposition of giving a prize of fifty dollars to any
couple who would be married on the grounds
exhibition day, was discussed

1891 --- The attendance on the grounds in the
afternoon was in the neighborhood of 2,300. The
grounds presented a very good appearance,
having, at considerable expense, been lately
rendered more convenient by the addition of
several much needed improvements.

1892 --- there was a good exhibit in implements
and vehicles of all kinds. A special feature in the
latter class was a wagon and express with patent
reach attachment.



Over 2,000 people visited the grounds and the gate
receipts considerably exceeded $500.

1894 — Both our county exhibitions at Shawville
and Chapeau fall on the same date, namely Wed.
Oct. 39, Pity the directors did not make some
effort to avoid this.

Oct. 11 — whether it was the object or not to teach
the directors of the county Ag Societies that
procrastination, as well as being the thief of timge
IS a very serious thing to trifle with. Old Probs vas
decidedly antagonistic to the success of our
exhibition this year. Wednesday last — the day
appointed- was so exceedingly unfavorable that
the directors decided to post pone the show until
Friday the 5.

Friday morning a rift appeared in the leaden
canopy above and anon Old Sol shows his face
through the fleecy clouds as they chase each other
away to the eastward. The inhabitants of the
surroundings ventured out and towards noon they
might have been pouring in from all quarters until
by 2 o’clock the numbers had swollen to 1.500.

1897 —(Jan) We think everyone who has an
Interest in the welfare of the Ag Society No 1, wil
regard with satisfaction the action of the directos
In purchasing another piece of land, thus



extending the grounds to considerably more than
double their present size. The next move should be
the erection of a suitable hall, something imposing
In design and substantial in character, a building
worthy of the name of exhibition hall and a credit

to the society.

1897 -(Oct.) — E. Graham, Sec-Tres. of the Pontiac
Agricultural Society was instructed by the society
to action off all the old buildings at Fairgrounds
except the grandstand.

1898 (Mar. 10) the directors of the Ag society met
to discuss the question of putting up a suitable
building for the exhibits. The plan prepared by
Architect Eady, of Ottawa. Being found to be too
elaborate a scale for the adoption, the directors
decided to have Mr. Eady make some alterations
therein, which will materially reduce the cost of
the proposed structure.

In 1898, Thomas McDowell was engaged to
supervise the construction of a large and
impressive building on the fair grounds. It was
designed by Moses Edey and built at a cost of less
than $5000.00.

Tenders for the hall came from the following:
Thomas McDowell at $1,540, McCredie &
Hodgins at $1,550, Hassard Bros. (Quyon) at
$1'670, Elliott & Barber at $1,600.



The plan of the building shows a neat structure of
octagon shape with a diameter of 60 feet.

Apr.7 1998 — Mr. Thos. McDowell, contractor for
the Exhibition hall, has some of the stone and
considerable timber on the ground, and expects to
be in operation within a few days. The timber is of
excellent quality, and highly satisfactory to the
directors who had the opportunity of inspecting it
on Saturday last, while attending a meeting.

May 5 1898 — the frame of the exhibition hall was
raised on Tuesday. (The main work of building
the structure reportedly took place within a single
day, employing the efforts of well over 100
helpers.)

June 23, 1898 --- Mr. Thomas McDowell
completed his contract of the new exhibition hall
on Wednesday last. The building is a fine roomy
structure if imposing appearance, and reflects on
the contractor, as well as the workmen who
executed the job. The building, it may be stated is
not altogether completed, the upper flooring or
gallery having yet to be laid, but in its present
state, it will meet the requirements of the society
for a year or two.

The building placed the Agricultural Society at
the center of many activities throughout the years,
particularly during the Fair. (Clarendon and
Shawville J.Lloyd Armstrong)



July 28, 1898 the directors held a meeting to
further perfect arrangements for this year’s
exhibition, and decided on holding a two day event
this year. This year to be observed as a formal
opening of the new hall, to which the
commissioners of agriculture for this province,
and Hon. Mr. Fisher the Dominion Minister of
Agriculture, with other gentlemen of note will be
Invited to come to address the farmers present.
1898 — The Agricultural Society is auctioning off
lots they own in Shawville

1898 — The late date of the fair and the favorable
weather that marked the harvest season
throughout placed the farming community on
easy street, so to speak. Consequently, there was
no impediment in the way of their attendance. At
a very early hour on Thursday, the rumble of
conveyances began to be heard rolling into to
town from all directions, and by ten o’clock a very
considerable number of visitors had assembled,
Including contingents that came by train from
points west of here, and from the Ontario side of
Ottawa, who took the automobile route of
reaching here. In the afternoon, autos from
Quyon, Campbell’'s Bay, and Fort Coulonge
contributed their quotas in the swelling crowd.



On the last day of the fair, attendance included a
greater percentage of people from a distance than
at any previous event — thanks, no doubt, to the
automobile, scores of which could be counted on
the grounds
Each day’s program consisted of trials of speed on
the large ring. These of course are the big
attractions to which many looked forward and
without which; in their estimation the fair would
have been rather tame. A demonstration of
plowing with a newly designed motor tractor was
given by Mr. C.W. Hodgins, manager of the
Shawville Motor Co., which evoked considerable
Interest among farmers.

In connection with the fair, Mr. R. Mc Janet of
Yarm, possesses a record which, for antiquity at
least, knocks everything else off the perch. He has
been a vendor of refreshments every year during a
period of 49 years, and Robert is as frisky as a tto
yet.

In 1899 — An article from the Ottawa Citizen —
October 13, 1899 showed a complete list of
winners from the Shawville Fair that year.

1904—Gate receipts this year amounted to $565
with the number of free admittions up to 260
people



1909 (Aug) the improvements on the Exhibition
buildings at Shawville will add materially to the
comfort of all who attend the fair -- poultry
house 20x60 -- Cattle barn 30x100

1910 — The directors are considering the project of
erecting a grand stand as chief of the
Improvements for this year’s program

1912 — Among the proposed improvements is
something of the nature of a refrigerator in which
to store the dairy products, which will be much
appreciated by the exhibitors in that department.

1913 — Prizes in the Juvenile section at the
Shawville fair were awarded as follows.

Boys copy books, Roy Ostrum, Eric Sparling,
Blake Moore, M LeRoy, Jas. Caldwell, Kyle
Smiley, and Thomas Graham.

Girl’'s Copybook, Bessie Letts, Edith Lang, Verna
Wilson, Margaret Barnett, J. Carswell, Edna
Letts, Gladys Dean.

At a meeting of the Ag Society, a resolution was
passed offering a free site to the Militia
Department for the purpose of erecting a drill
hall, a matter which has been under consideration
for some months past.



1915 —The improvement committee of the Ag
society is at work on the erection of a large
structure to accommodate the exhibits of sheep &
hogs which hither to have been enclosed in pens,
merely. Like other stock buildings, this one will ke
roofed with sheet iron, for which Mr. E.G.
Wainman has the contract. This addition to the
equipment of the exhibition grounds was needed,
and no doubt will be much appreciated by
exhibitors, and may, perhaps, conduce to greater
completion in hogs and sheep.

At fair time — at about 3 o’clock on the last day,
Pres. Wm Hodgins announced from the judge’s
stand that the Exhibition was officially closed, ad
that the Society would be in no way responsible
for any thing that might follow.

The day’s proceedings closed with a grand parade
around the course of the prize-winning horses and
cattle.

1916 -- On the program for the final afternoon
was a trial of skill in automobile driving that
evoked much interest. If the founders of the
Society had been privileged to get a glimpse of
such a thing, quite undreamed of in their day,
what amazement would have been theirs.



Quite a number of Shawvillites visited the
Renfrew Fair Last week. The attendance was very
large. The opinion of more than one is that the fai
would have very little over Shawville, if the
executive here would provide a Midway to amuse
the people.

1917 --- Arrangements are being made to give a
ploughing demonstration with a Gasoline Tractor
In a field near the Fair Grounds. Something new
and of particular interest to the farmers.

1918 --- A few weeks before the fair , the building
committee busied themselves in providing a want
that all along has been felt, a machinery shed, and
a structure for this purpose was erected on a
section of “booth row” near the main hall.

The new structure contained one of the greatest
attractions on the ground, namely an Empire
Milking Machine- an apparatus the nature of
which has never before been seen at an exhibition
here. Mr. J.L.Hodgins is the local agent for this
great time and labor saver, which has yet merely
reached the introductory stage in this county

1920 --- A new feature- or rather an old one
revived on somewhat different lines- was the baby
show.



The final day was marred by an areoplane
tragedy that took the life of a Shawville resident.
The areoplane arrived on Tuesday and landed in
the field a little east of the Exhibition grounds.
There, Captain Drummond began taking
passengers up for 10 minute flights over the
village and surrounding country. In his third

flight Wednesday, Drummond made a flight to
Campbell's Bay with G.A. Howard as passenger.
The fourth and, alas, the last was that which was
undertaken with EG Amy as passenger. Just
before the plunge, the machine had sailed over the
grounds in a north-easterly direction, and
hundreds of eyes were upon it, as hovering
apparently for a moment directly over Center
Street it began the final spiral dive, or “nose dip
as this particular air stunt is called. After the first
few twirls the machine seemed to tumble down, as
It were, and as it approached the earth spectators
were horrified to observe hat it did not recover
itself, but before they got time to express their
fears the smash came. The spot where the plane
fell is diagonally across the road from the elevatg
a few yards north of the railway tracks. Before
reaching the ground the plane encountered the
wires if the Otter Lake telephone line, which,
while breaking the fall to some extent upset the
machine and changed its direction.



CPR Agent Tucker was the first on the scene,
followed by D Campbell and AD McCredie,
Doctors and nurses quickly reached the scene and
removed the two men from the wreck. Mr. Amy
passed away about seven hours later, Capt
Drummond, who suffered severe injuries, was
removed to Pontiac House and from there to
Rideau Street Hospital.

1920 (sept)— Last Wed. was observed in Shawville
and Quyon as a civic holiday, to enable citizens to
attend the Ottawa Fair , and many availed
themselves of the opportunity- not a few going to
the capital via the motor route, thus diminishing

to some extent the big sale of railway tickets whic
marked other years.

1921 —The directors of the Agr. Society No 1 have
recently purchased from Mr. Jas L Shaw the
parcel of land lying west of the existing boundary
of the exhibition grounds and extending to the
land, or roadway leading from Lang Street to the
railway track, and containing nearly 4 acres of
ground. Owing to the shortness of time it is
unlikely this area can be satisfactorily utilized br
the approaching fair. But through its acquisition
material changes and improvements may be
looked for by the time another year has run its
course. Among the changes contemplated is the



removal of the grand stand to the south-west side
of the grounds, where an unobstructed view of the
entire race track may be had. The track will also
be improved and lengthen to conform with
Association regulations. (Aug. 25)

(Sept 9)The directors have purchased a Merry-
Go-Round and arranged for a large Mid-way at
the fair. $450 has been set aside for speed eveaits
the fair. The ladies have not been forgotten, this
year there will be a Rest and Parcel Room on the
grounds.

(Sept 21) Something new at the fair this year was
a collection of the products of the Shawville
Woolen Mills by Mr. Wm. Hodgins, and alongside
was a pieced quilt in black and orange , said to
have been the handiwork of a lady of 90 years.
Tuesday’s program terminated with an
entertainment in the rink given by the Junior
Women'’s Institute , under the direction of
Mrs.S.E. Hodgins.The entertainment consisted in
chief of a play entitled “Miss Fearless &
Company.”

1922--- On Monday night six or seven special
horse events were featured in the show ring under
electric lights (generated on the grounds) to the
accompaniment of local band music.



On the midway, which consisted of a variety of
games of chance, the Society’s Merry-go-round,
while in operation most of the time, was not
rushed to any appreciable extent.

1932 --- Despite prevailing low prices, the Lamb
Fair at The Shawville Exhibition grounds was
very successful. Over 1100 lambs were brought
out, most of which were brought out in pens of 5
and 10. Only 32 purebred rams were exhibited.

1936 — Dances on Friday and Saturday nights
during the fair will be held at both Wilson’s and
the Theatre Halls. Ernest Ready’s orchestra of
Renfrew will be at Wilson’s hall for round
dancing, and square dancing will be conducted at
the Theatre Hall under the management of O.Y.B.
Lodge

1938 — Ag Society to put on a calf Auction. This
year’s edition will benefit the farmers as well,
because 75% of the sale price of each animal,
turning over the remainder to the Society to be
used for the new hall.

Friday was children’s day, and large numbers
were on the grounds at an early hour for the large
midway, including three different rides. Music for
both days was provided by “Pop” Brownlee and



his Dixie Band, As well as the newly organized
Boy’s Band,

An innovation this year was the horse show at
night under powerful flood lights in the show ring
opposite the grand stand.

1939 --- A great change was noted in the
appearance of the second floor with educational
exhibits taking up a considerable portion of space,
and with the erection of three new buildings for
light horses, cattle, and swine.

1940 — The directors wish to continue tree
planting on the grounds again this year, this is t@
largest public grounds in the District owned by
the people and it should be improved.

1941 —The Short Course in agriculture which ran
all week was sponsored by the Pontiac
Agricultural Society. It closed Friday night at the
Shawville theatre, the guest speaker was the
deputy minister of Agriculture who spoke on the
problems of Agriculture in wartime.

The display in the dairy and cooking
compartments was away down, perhaps because
so many of the district ladies are too busy with
war work or extra work.



1942 — Special features are to be made in the
cattle, with a “Black & White” and “Shorthorn
day". These lines are usually so filled that the
capacious cattle barns of the association have to
be supplemented by the use of the skating arena,
Saturday the evening program will include
comedy and military attractions.

1947 --- The fair, now recognized as the best in¢h
Ottawa valley, particularly for livestock, has
attracted such large crowds in the past two years
that larger grounds will need to be acquired by

the society if further expansion is to be made. Thi
was very evident on Saturday when all of the
parking spaces were packed with hundreds of cars
and the odd bus on the streets outside the
grounds.

1948 --- The fair was given the standing of a class
A Fair

The first year for a junior department and there
were in all 68 boys and girls registered.

1949 --- Fair dates Sept. 21-24 spoke of volunteers
and directors working to get the buildings and fair
grounds ready for the first four day fair.



One of the features of the Junior program at the
Shawville exhibition will be a track meet for all
girls and boys from 5 to 7 years of age inclusive
1949 — A feature of the program was the junior
farmer’s program with the first inter-club
competition ever held run by Dominion livestock
fieldsman D C Robertson. Clubs from Shawville,
Quyon, Sheenboro and Allumette Island were
represented, their 65 members entering 40 calves.

1950 — First year for a beef show and auction
New this year is the dog show and is resulting in
considerable interest.

1951 — R.W. Hodgins retires after 48 yearsRay
Johnston MLA to open the fair

A feature attraction at the fair is a draw for a ca
being jointly sponsored by the Lions Clubs of
Shawville, Pontiac, and Aylmer. First and only
prize is a new 1951 Chevrolet master Sedan with
$1,000 cash to the seller of the winning ticket.
(Sophia Hodgins McKinley was the winner).

1952 — The fair was officially opened Thursday
night, with the cutting of the ribbon by Mrs. Jim
Riley, Shawville’s “grand old lady” who is 102 this
year. A reqgular fair visitor for as far back as she
can remember, Mrs. Riley was brought to the fair



by car because of the cold rain and leaned out the
car window to snip the ribbon.

1953 — Claude Young shows eight famous
Clydesdales: the only eight horse hitch in Canada
comes from Bristol, Quebec. Mr. Claude Young is
the owner of the famous Clydes with Phil
Thompson riding beside the driver.

1955--- Members decided to go ahead with
construction at the Fair Grounds of a cement
block building to house flush toilets.

1956—O0rval Smart named OVSGA president of
Seed fair to be held in Shawville — first time ever
In Quebec.

100" Fair since earliest of times, when fairs were
places of barter and trade, men have answered the
call of ‘Heigh-ho! Come to the Fair!”

It was fitting, therefore, when the pioneers of
Pontiac County braved the wilderness to carve out
a home for themselves and their descendants that
after establishing churches and schools, their
thoughts should turn to the “fairs” they had

known in the old lands, and that they should wish
to keep to this custom in the raw new settlement.
It must have been evident to the far sighted
members of the council of 1856 that Shawville



would one day be the nucleus of as fine an
agricultural district as may be found in our fair
dominion. So much so that in that year, four small
fairs were held. One at Shawville or Clarendon
Center, one at Portage du Fort, the Hudson Bay
post where the Chenaux rapids hurled themselves
down stream, one at Bristol, home of the pioneers
from Scotia’s land, and some from Wyman, then
called by the less euphonious name of Billerica.
After two years, however, the permanent site of
the fair came to be at Shawville.

Not the least of the blessings that the pioneers
bequeathed to us is the fact that they built the
foundations of the present wonderful fall spectacle
known up and down the Ottawa Valley as the
“Shawville Fair” The fair we are told was the

brain child of William D. Clarke, who in 1856

kept store in Clarendon Centers west end. Others
In the council that year were James Hodgins, Wm.
McDowell, and Ed. Brownlee, and to these may be
added the names of other pioneers — McFarlane’s,
Eades, Armstrongs, Smileys, Elliotts, Strutts and
so down the lists of those who helped write the
pages of Pontiac’s bright history. Many of those
who today make our fair such a successful event,
are descendents of those early pioneers who truly
“built better than they knew”.



The first fairs were held in the “V”, site of our
present memorial park, and one who recalls the
early fairs remembers the rows of horses tethered
along ‘Stutts lane” now Center Street. Later the
fair grown large, moved to an area slightly south
of the present site and about 1905 land was
donated by James L. Shaw. And it is here that our
present-day fair spreads its bustle and noise and
color.

There have been many reasons for the amazing
growth of our fair. Numbered among these must
be the fact that we have been blessed with capable
and energetic secretaries for the Pontiac
Agricultural Society. The first secretary was
J.M.Judson, and 150 years later the books and
office are capably handled by our charming and
efficient Heather Grant. Then there was
R.W.Hodgins, “Mr. Shawville Fair’ himself, who
for 48 years, almost half a century devoted himself
to his duties and left an outstanding record of
progress. And in more recent years we were
blessed by the devoted brother and sister team of
Ina Kilgour and Everett McDowell. To men and
women of this caliber we owe a deep debt of
gratitude.

If our fore fathers could revisit the Shawville Far
they would truly find pride in their descendants’
accomplishments, as we do in theirs. For here



each fall under the blue autumn sky, stretches a
fascinating scene of color, light and sound.
Pontiac, famous for its fine horses, here displays
their best. We bow to none in the field of our
purebred herds of cattle, sheep, swine and
poultry, where in calf exhibits are laid the
foundations of showmanship unequal across
Canada. Horticultural exhibits, handiwork in
bewildering array, horse racing, splendid
grandstand shows, wonderful meals served on the
grounds, rides for the kiddies, the harsh cries of
the midway barkers, the familiar smell of
hamburg and onions — we have them all, bound
together and permeated always by happy
greetings and good fellow ship. All honor to the
pioneers who labored so faithfully, and a bow to
those who carry on the tradition. Come see for
your selves, and you will find out why, up and
down the valley, “Everyone goes to the fair”.

In particular we must remember one man whose
presence in Shawville is a source of
encouragement to forward looking citizens. This
man is Mr. RW Hodgins of Main Street Shawville,
whose energy and enthusiasm has in years gone by
been put into getting everything possible from the
outside world that would be, in any way, benefit

the Shawville Exhibition. Mr. Hodgins originally a



school teacher by profession, drew a great deal of
his inspiration and enthusiasm from his friend the
great human benefactor the late Dr. James
Robertson, Canada’s first and greatest
Agricultural Commissioner, founder and first
principal of MacDonald College and later
renowned Chairman of the Canadian Red Cross
Society. It was Dr. Robertson who introduced an
enlarged Fairs Policy in Canada, who started the
first rural cooperative activities, the Canadian
Live Stock Records, the national improvement
programs for dairy and poultry and, as a great
humanitarian, the first rural school consolidation,
and community hospitalization. At R.W.’s
solicitation, Dr Robertson addressed many
gatherings in the Shawville area and therein laid
the foundation of what we have in schools and
hospitals in Shawville today. For a number of
years Mr. W.A. Brown of Norway Bay was
responsible for the planning and preparation of
the livestock and poultry marketing exhibits for
the Dominion Fairs circuits. He well remembered
how this appealed greatly to R.W. in an
educational way. One Shawville Exhibition was
scarcely over before R.W. was in Ottawa looking
for exhibits for the next.



R.W. spent a lot of time in Ottawa and there was
very little in the way of grants, judges, exhibits
and other assistance that R.W. did not get.

R.W. did not only get the things he went after but
contributed in no small degree to the ideas that
went into those exhibits. It was not surprising,
therefore that for many years a new and different
Dominion exhibit occupied the major right hand
space just inside the door of the main building.
R.W. was after them before they were even off the
drafting board.

1957 — The Lady Directors in the Dairy Division
have decreed that no cake mixes be used in any
class. All cakes must be home mixed and home
baked.

1958 Dairy Queen (first year ever) was Phyllis
Stewart of Maryland.

1959 — The building committee of the Shawville
Fair decided Tuesday night to go ahead with the
construction of the new agricultural building on
the Fair Grounds. ($95,000 with 50% by Fed.
Government.

1960 --- At a simple ceremony at the fair grounds
at Shawville, W.J.Corrigan, oldest living past



president of the Shawville Fair, turned the first
sod for the construction of the new Agricultural
Hall before a crowd of 85 people. Everyone had
the highest praise for the executive and building
committee responsible for arranging the planning
and grants involved in the construction of the
&133,000 all steel building.

1961 --- P.M. John Diefenbaker opened Shawville
Fair and Miss Shawville Fair — Charlene Mulligan
presented flowers to Mrs. Diefenbaker.

Friday was Diefenbaker night and a couple of
thousand people thronged into the hall to see the
Prime Minister and with him came eleven
members of parliament.

The prime minister’'s now famous ‘Brakemanship’
speech was a pleasure to sit up and listen to. Afte
a start on the international situation (saying we
must treat the tension of the communist challenge
with calmness, with brakemanship rather than
brickmanship).he quickly turned to more local
Interests touching on the new Hall, the record
cattle entries, the calf sale to raise money, the
Horner parliamentarians, the hockey players, the
4-H clubs. He congratulated the Pontiac historical
Society for their work and interest in tracing
family histories. He spoke of the lumbering days
of the rafts men as exciting days. And he spoke of



the changes “the veritable revolution on the farm
front,

Frank Ryan was right next to the press box giving
his usual demonstration of calm cool collectiveness
with a live program over the air. CFRA listeners
got a complete beforehand description of the
event, and then heard the speech in its entirety.

1962 — A fair parade including fire engines,
milling trucks, horses under saddle, in harness
and in elaborate hitches and one very popular
float from which a beautiful girl handed out hot
dogs to children along the way.

Fair opened by Paul Martineau, Federal minister
of Mines.

As an added attraction the local driving club
raffled a yearling filly, as a means to raise fundso
build the race track and barns in hopes of
Improving the races at the fair.

Dec 5 1962 The Shawville Lions Club has taken
over the operation of the upstairs at the arena.
May 24" 1962 — The second annual spring horse
show

1963 — Fair funds Flat — The Pontiac Agricultural
Society No. 1 has announced that $6,340.25 in
prize money for the 1963 Shaw vile Fair will not



be paid. In fact, the bank loan, underwritten by 12
members, for last year’s prize money is now due.

1964 -- Fair opened by Frank Ryan

-- ‘Tommy Common takes Shawville by Storm’
Entertainment included singing duets by Marilyn
Plouffe & Bill Atkinson

And Sandra & Bobby Towell, several step
dancers, & square dancing

Announcing all these acts was only part of
Tommy’s work for the evening

He drew many tickets for prizes & sang all his
most popular numbers and signed autographs.
Brenda Smith was Miss Shawville Fair

In 1964 a new Community Center was finished —
located at the center of the fair grounds, and
serves, as an arena, a show ring, and a place for
social gatherings.

40 men gathered at the Ag Hall in Shawville to see
what could be done about saving the building

from being taken over by the finance company
and sold to outsiders.

Rolly Armitage first explained to the group how it
happened that having originally borrowed $47,000
the Ag Society now found they owed $48,000 to
the finance co. The explanation was the old
familiar story one hears from boys buying their



first car beyond their ability to repay. However, &
Mr. MacKechnie pointed out, when your in the
ditch you don’t stand around arguing about how
you got there, you do something about getting out,
those attending last Wednesdays meeting wasted
no time criticizing and got right down to
suggestions for ‘getting out of the ditch.”

1965. -- Mortgage on the agricultural Hall and
Fair Grounds has been completely paid off and
cancelled .This was made possible by the personal
loans to the Fair Board by 63 local people who
lent the fair $52,300.00

--Rebuilt the underpinnings of the grandstand.
The directors provided one great show after
another for grandstand sitters to enjoy. Through
the entire grounds the public address system
worked perfectly and was magnificently manned
by Rev Snowden.

One of the Ottawa papers stated the attendance
was 12,000 -14,000 people.

Shawville Fair included many added attractions —
Western games — Band concerts—Ski- doo draw
by Lions Club — Fur fashion show -- Tom and Jan
Bishop swooped into town with a dozen trucks
and trailers, their own blacksmith, Brahma Bulls,
& a herd of wild horses for a Wild West rodeo
show.



1965 --A fire of unknown origin completely
destroyed 2 horse barns & heavily damaged a
third barn early Sunday morning August 8".
Plans are underway to clean up and to start to
build a new barn immediately.

1966 — Artificial Ice — Aug.- Earl Devine &

Gerald Walls of the municipal work force with the
consulting engineer, conducted soil tests in arena.
The proposal is to lay crushed stone one yard
deep, topped with an inch of Styrofoam. Onto this
will be poured five inches of cement with the steel
pipes embedded therein.

-- New Sound at the Fair — The sounds of music
will ring clear and loud all over the fair this year
as the brand new sound system was installed by
Norris Jones in the Agricultural Hall.

1868 — A new roof was put on Octagon building as
well as other renovations

1969 — Last sheet of tin went on the new horse
barn

There will be a special bus service to and from
Shaw Fair on Sat. the special bus or buses, if
required, will leave the Colonial Coach terminal
In Ottawa at ten o’clock on Sat. morning and will
go directly to the Shawville Fair Grounds. They



will return to the terminal in Ottawa, leaving at
11pm.

--The Ladies division has ruled that all entries
must be new.

-- The Central Pontiac School Board is giving a
holiday on Friday Sept.12 so that the children can
attend Children’s day at Shawville Fair.

1970 — George Robitaille, Shawville's oldest citine
has the record for 85 continuous years of
attendance at Shawville Fair.

Thursday night upstairs was a free teen dance.

1971 — Shawville’s first Trade Fair (July)
sponsored by the Agricultural Society.
Miss Shawville Fair was Mrs. John R. McDowell

1972 — A new procedure for selecting Miss
Shawville Fair will be used next year with each
division of the fair submitting an entrant and the
choice to be made at the Trade Fair next summer.
Then Miss Shawville Fair will be given specific
honor and duties during the fair.

-- Pontiac Agricultural Society has been informed
by the Dept of Agriculture that a 50 year old
government order will be enforced, declaring that
directors may serve only in their own area.



-- It became necessary to build cattle stabling,
with the Gov't permit to cut logs on a colonization
lot in Thorne, and the now defunct Ottawa Valley
Milk Producers Assoc. decided to disperse its’
funds back into he area, and a gov’t grant.

1973- All The Shawville Clergy have expressed
disappointment concerning the decision taken by
the fair board at their recent meeting to include
Sunday as a Fair Day with the whole program in
full Swing

Shawville’s Centennial year

1974 — A motion was passed to publish the prize
list in both English & French.
-- The Harvey Smiley bicycle races at Shawville
Fair were run in three heats
--Newest building is the new Lions booth 20x24
costing $2000.00
-- Arena named for Past President the late
J.A.Kilgour

“J Arthur Kilgour Memorial Center”
-- “Tag Day” for the Pontiac Community Hospital
was conducted by Nurses and candy strippers and
some volunteers.

1975 Railway Station Museum moved to Shawville
Fair Grounds



(Bought & saved from demolition in 1972 for $400
by the Historical Society

Official opening on Oct 9 1976 by PM John
Diefenbaker)

The Station was closed in 1960 when passenger
service stopped between

Waltham and Aylmer.

The building was originally built as the Shawville
train station in 1886 when the Pontiac Pacific
Junction Railway Line reached Shawville. Locals
referred to the rail company as Push, Pull, and
Jerk because the roadbed was so badly
constructed. Local passenger rail service
disappeared in the 1960’s. In 1975, the old wooden
station was moved to Shawville’s Fair grounds. It
IS now the only historical museum in Pontiac
County, housing an interesting collection of farm
and home tools, heritage documents and
furniture, including a custom made wooden
wheelchair. The museum is open during the
annual Agricultural Fair each Labor Day
weekend and by appointment during the summer
months.

1976 — Teen Dance on Thursday Night



1977—April — Sunday afternoon at 3:15 a fire
started in the grandstand at the Shawville
Fairgrounds. Estimated $6,000 damage was done
when the entire grandstand was destroyed. The
police were brought in to investigate the
possibility of arson.

— Opening night Hon. Jack Horner was
accompanied to Pontiac County and Shawville
Fair by Peter Thompson and Bob Lewis of
McLean’s Magazine.

1978 — Fair opened by Elwood Hodgins of the
Canadian Dairy Commission.

1979—at annual meeting Agronomist Doug
McMillan introduced the two new agronomists,
Rodger St. Cyr and Bob McClelland.

1981 — New barn built by Shawville Fair Board

and the Kinsmen club to house the Story Book

farm and the Poultry exhibits.

-- The Royal Canadian Mounted Police Musical
Ride preformed

1982 — McDowells honored at Fair Board dinner
and dance.



1983 — Official opening by Tom Lefebvre at the
doors of the newly renovated Octagon Building.
-- Kite flying contest — Scarecrow contest

-- First - pay one price ride free all day -- entrace

1985 — Bingo Hall built beside the Octagon
building.

1989 — Octagon Exhibition hall burns Friday Jan.
6" Shawville loses a landmark.

1990’s-- Saw the building of a chain link fence
which eventually surrounded the entire property.

1991 — New Exhibition Hall under the presidency
of Edgar Schwartz was erected at a cost of
$300,000

1992 — Contract awarded to build connecting
Octagon Hall -- $139,000 price tag is for shell opl
This building will connect the arena and the
Exhibition hall, and later will house an office,
kitchen, and washrooms.

1993 — Duff’'s win Premiere Exhibitor and
Premiere Breeder.



1994 — Under direction of President Ron Hodgins,
the inside of the new Octagon building is complete
for fair time as well as renovations to the arena
due to the efforts of the Arena Renewal
Committee.

1995 — To commemorate the 3Danniversary of
WW 11 all veterans and legion members will
honored at Shawville Fair.

-- New Logo for Shawville Fair.

1996 — Poultry & petting farm building moved.
-- New cattle barn built at old site.
-- first year for fireman’s challenge.

1998—the Ag Society recently hosted a farm
photo’s contest and a rural roots car rally during
Shawville’s 12%" anniversary celebrations.

“We wanted to take people on tour via the
pictures” explains organizer Lynn Lang,” and
hopefully it would pigue their interest to go for a
drive and see these farms. We wanted to remind
people of the businesses outside of town,”

1999 — Construction of new handicraft hall.



2004 — fair board purchased the land north of the
fair grounds (the old PPJ property) and paid for
the rerouting of the bicycle path.

--- A new fence is being built on the north side of
the fairgrounds

-- New membership bracelets that have to be
worn permanently for the 5 consecutive days of
the fair.

2005 — Year of the veteran. 60 years since the end
of WW11. All Veterans were honored at the fair.

-- year of the amazingly hugh crowd Sunday night
(approx. 15,000 people) for the Stomping Tom
Stage Show.

2006 — 158 Anniversary,

With  specially decorated front and side gates
special shirts for all directors to wear,
new volunteer pins and pens as the fair is

very appreciative of the over 400 volunteers that

partake to make our event a success.
Honoring the families of William Clarke,

R.W. Hodgins, & James Shaw,
Acknowledgement of the 66 anniversary

of the arrival of the war brides, by honoring 4



local war brides, Patricia King Harris, Daisy
Knight Devine, Sarah (Sadie) Francis Dean,
and Evaline (Eve) McGeagh Elliott.



